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93-220 August 6, 1993 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
LEADER IN TELECOMMUNICATIONS INDUSTRY TO BE HONORED 
CHARLESTON, IL--The head of the largest family-owned local 
telephone company in the country will be honored for his excep-
tional public service record at Eastern Illinois University's 
summer commencement ceremony on Sunday. 
Richard A. Lumpkin, chairman and chief executive officer of 
the Mattoon-based Consolidated Communications Inc. and its 
subsidiaries, will be presented with an honorary doctor of public 
service degree at the university's 97th commencement at 2 p.m. in 
Lantz Gymnasium. 
Lumpkin, who received a bachelor's degree in history from 
Yale University and master's in business administration degree 
from Harvard, said receiving an honorary doctorate degree from 
Eastern has special meaning. 
"It is particularly important to me because I have spent 
most of my life in Coles County. Eastern is a great asset for 
Coles County and this region. It is an institution that my 
family has been closely associated with through our involvement 
with the Lumpkin College of Business," he said. 
Eastern's business college and the building it occupies are 
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named after Lumpkin's late father, Richard Adamson Lumpkin, who 
had high regard for the institution and established the first 
endowed professorship in business. 
Ted Ivarie, dean of Lumpkin College of Business and Applied 
Sciences, said, "Like his father, Dick Lumpkin has devoted 
decades of his life to the telecommunications industry and to 
serving the people of Coles County and the surrounding area. 
"He has repeatedly demonstrated his exemplary leadership 
ability in managing a vast array of business enterprises. Such 
broad and well-founded business practices have aided in providing 
a strong regional economy, thereby creating new jobs for many 
individuals. He is a dedicated public servant who has enriched 
the lives of those in east central Illinois." 
Lumpkin is the fourth generation of his family to head what 
has become a diversified telecommunications company which traces 
its roots to 1894. 
His influence in the community originates from his sense of 
loyalty to others. " Coles County and the surrounding area have 
been very good to me and my family. We feel an obligation to try 
in some way to pay back what those in this area have done for 
us," he said. 
Lumpkin has demonstrated his commitment to public service 
through his leadership and support of a broad range of major 
community projects and through his contributions to Eastern and 
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to education in general. 
He is treasurer and director of the united states Telephone 
Association and a past president. He is also a past president of 
the Illinois Telephone Association. 
Lumpkin is also a director of Sarah Bush Lincoln Health 
System, First Mid-Illinois Bancshares and the Rehabilitation 
Institute of Chicago. 
His other service activities include that of president of 
Coles Together, an economic development organization; and member 
of the business advisory boards for Eastern's Lumpkin College of 
Business and Applied Sciences and the School of Commerce at the 
University of Illinois. He is also on the board of directors of 
the Lake Land College Foundation, a former trustee of Millikin 
University and a former director of the EIU Foundation. 
Lumpkin credits his success as a businessman and his dedica­
tion to public service not only to his father, but to his great­
grandfather, Iverson Lumpkin, a dentist-turned entrepreneur who 
founded Illinois Consolidated Telephone Company. 
He said it's important for today's youth to accept responsi­
bility to dedicate a portion of their lives and careers to ad­
dressing the shortcomings of society and to working toward making 
America a better place. 
"I think that this generation of college graduates is 
troubled by the sense that our society is in a decline. It is the 
first generation in the history of our country that does not 
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expect to be better off than their parents. While there are many 
problems facing our country, we have a remarkable record of 
overcoming problems in the past. For all our problems, America is 
still the best country in the world to live in and today's young 
people, primarily through their own efforts, are the key to 
making it even better." 
Lumpkin believes that education at all levels is, without 
question, the most critical task of our society. " It (education) 
is a task," he said, " to which our society, including the 
government and individuals, don't commit sufficient resources. " 
He also believes institutions of higher learning must become 
more open to changing approaches to education. He predicted that 
electronic technology will have a revolutionary impact on the 
process of education in the decade of the nineties. 
Lumpkin added, "When I graduated from school, it seemed as 
though you could learn a set of skills that would serve you for 
an entire career. Today, the pace of change and the development 
of new knowledge has created a need for lifelong education. " 
He said if there was one thought he would leave with those 
who will be receiving diplomas on Sunday, it would be: " Recognize 
t�at your college education leads not only to individual opportu­
nities but to a responsibility for the society in which we all 
live. " 
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